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Posizione: 

Oggetto:	 p r o ce d i me nt o pe na Le c ont r o Gr e co Mi c he Le e d a Lt r;: r i c h i e s t a 

di testimonianza deL ConsoLe degLi Stati Uniti a PaLermo, Si 

gnor RaLph T. Jones. 

Riferimenti: 

" TELESPRESSO indirizzato a:	 TRIBUNALE DI PALERMO 

-Ufficio Istruzione Processi PenaLi ,,­
§ 
'f:l	 (aLLa cortese attne Giudice Caponetto 

A seguito dei contatti avuti per Le vie brevi, si tr~ 

smette fotocopia deLLa Nota VerbaLe, inviata a questo Ministero 

daLL'Ambasciata degLi Stati Uniti a Roma, reLativa aLLa richie­

sta di testimonianza deL Sig. RaLph T. Jones, ConsoLe degLi Sta 

ti Uniti a PaLermo. 

Alleg. 1 
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No. 227 

T'he Embassy af the Uni ted States o f l\m(:~r ica 

presents i t~. compliments to the Ministry of Foreigli 

Affairs of the Italian Republic and has the honor to 

refer the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to the enclosed 

Summons tram thc Tribunal of Palermo to the United States 

Consul General at Palermo. The Embassy regrets tha!~_ 

it cannot permit the Consul General ~estify in t=:he 

proceedings referred to in the Sununons, far the fol1awing 

reasons. 
\ '. 

The service oi the Sunmons OD tbc Consul General 

is, ln this case, ineffective. 1'he Consular preDises 

of the Government of the United States are inviolable 

to the extent provided in Article 31 of the Vienna 

Convention on Diplomatic Relations. 1'his invio1ability 

has long been construed as a bar to service of process 

on Consular officers and employees within the Consular 

premises. It appears that the Summons was transmitted 

by mail to the United States Consulate GeneraI in 

Palermo addressed to a united States Consular officer 

and, no consent having been given by the head of the 

çonsular Post or his designee or by the head of the 

United States Embassy, such service contravenes the 

inviolability of the Consulate and 1s therefore invalido 

Accordingly, the Summons is attached hereto. 
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Evcn if the Summons was propcrly ~c;rvec1, cl 

Consular officer 1S under no obligatinn to gl~e 

evidence concerning matters cannected with the 

exercise of his functians, in accordance with 

Article 44(3) of the Vienna Convention. Further 

if a Consular officer declines to give evidence in 

a proceeding, no coercive measure or penalty may be 

applied to him, as recagnized by Article 44 (l) af 

the Vienna Convention. 

As a matter of information far the Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs, the Embqssy regrets that the Consular 

officer does not have any informatian relevant to the 

proceedings. 

The Embassy of the United States af America 

avails itself or this apportunity to renew to the 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Italian Republic 

the assurance of its highest consideration. 

Enclosure: 
Summons from the 
Tribunale di Palermo 

Embassy of the United States of America 

Rome, March 8, 1985 




